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§118.5

house according to these procedures be-
fore new laying hens are added to the
house, if you have had an environ-
mental test or an egg test that was
positive for SE at any point during the
life of a flock that was housed in the
poultry house prior to depopulation. As
part of the cleaning and disinfection
procedures, you must:

(1) Remove all visible manure;

(2) Dry clean the positive poultry
house to remove dust, feathers, and old
feed; and

(3) Following cleaning, disinfect the
positive poultry house with spray, aer-
osol, fumigation, or another appro-
priate disinfection method.

(e) Refrigeration. You must hold and
transport eggs at or below 45 °F ambi-
ent temperature beginning 36 hours
after time of lay. If the eggs are to be
processed as table eggs and are not
processed for the ultimate consumer
within 36 hours from the time of lay
and, therefore, are held and trans-
ported as required at or below 45 °F
ambient temperature, then you may
then hold them at room temperature
for no more than 36 hours just prior to
processing to allow an equilibration
step to temper the eggs.

§118.5 Environmental testing for Sal-
monella Enteritidis (SE).

(a) Environmental testing when laying
hens are 40 to 45 weeks of age. As one in-
dicator of the effectiveness of your SE
prevention plan, you must perform en-
vironmental testing for SE (as de-
scribed in §§118.7 and 118.8) in a poultry
house when any group of laying hens
constituting the flock within the poul-
try house is 40 to 45 weeks of age.

(1) If an environmental test at 40 to
45 weeks is negative and your laying
hens do not undergo induced molting,
then you do not need to perform any
additional environmental testing with-
in that poultry house, unless the poul-
try house contains more than one
group of laying hens. If the poultry
house contains more than one group of
laying hens, then you must perform en-
vironmental testing on the poultry
house when each group of laying hens
is 40 to 45 weeks of age.

(2) If the environmental test at 40 to
45 weeks is positive, then you must:
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(i) Review and make any necessary
adjustments to your SE prevention
plan to ensure that all measures are
being properly implemented and

(ii) Begin egg testing (described in
§118.6), unless you divert eggs to treat-
ment as defined in §118.3 for the life of
the flock in that poultry house. Re-
sults of egg testing must be obtained
within 10-calendar days of receiving no-
tification of the positive environ-
mental test.

(b) Environmental testing after an in-
duced molting period. If you induce a
molt in a flock or a group in a flock,
you must perform environmental test-
ing for SE in the poultry house at 4 to
6 weeks after the end of any molting
process.

(1) If an environmental test at 4 to 6
weeks after the end of the molting
process is negative and none of your
laying hens in that poultry house is
molted again, then you do not need to
perform any additional environmental
testing in that poultry house. Each
time a flock or group within the flock
is molted, you must perform environ-
mental testing in the poultry house at
4 to 6 weeks after the end of the molt-
ing process.

(2) If the environmental test at 4 to 6
weeks after the end of a molting proc-
ess is positive, then you must:

(i) Review and make any necessary
adjustments to your SE prevention
plan to ensure that all measures are
being properly implemented; and

(ii) Begin egg testing (described in
§118.6), unless you divert eggs to treat-
ment as defined in §118.3 for the life of
the flock in that poultry house. Re-
sults of egg testing, when conducted,
must be available within 10-calendar
days of receiving notification of the
positive environmental test.

§118.6 Egg testing for Salmonella
Enteritidis (SE).

(a)(1) If the environmental test for
pullets at 14 to 16 weeks of age required
by §118.4(a) is positive, you must divert
eggs to treatment (defined in §118.3) for
the life of any flock or conduct egg
testing within 2 weeks of the start of
egg laying, as specified in paragraphs
(b) through (e) of this section.

(2) If you have an SE-positive envi-
ronmental test at any time during the
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